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Nail Trimming

Your dog's overgrown nails will drag on the ground and make walking or running uncomfortable for your pet. This, in turn, could result in soreness or problems with the leg. Also, nails that are not trimmed regularly can curve back and cut into the skin, which is painful and cause infection. Don’t forget to trim the dewclaws if present. Dewclaws are the sixth toenail that's found higher up on the leg near a pet's ‘ankle’. Some dogs may not have dewclaws.

Begin handling your puppy’s feet to get them used to having their feet touched. Gently lift each paw and massage the toes to get your dog used to having his feet handled. Reward him afterward each paw with praise and a yummy treat. If your dog becomes restless or fearful, remember you want to make this a pleasant experience, so don't rush.
Generally, dogs will need their nails clipped once every one or two weeks. If you hear clicking noises as your pet walks across a hard surface, the nails are too long.
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You will need a nail trimmer and a clotting powder, just in case you trim a nail too short. There are a variety of nail trimmers available. Choose a nail trimmer that is comfortable and easy to handle. The pictures above are a few different options of trimmers available. Some owners choose to grind toenails with a sanding device. If you choose to use a sanding device you should do more exercises to get your pet used to the noise and feeling of the grinding. Grinding toenails leaves the edges smooth and gets nails as short as possible.
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When you're ready to clip a nail, do so in a relaxed, quiet area of the house where you won't be disturbed. You may want to begin by clipping the nails on only one paw, or even just one or two nails on a paw. Trim only the tip of the nail, at the point where it begins to curve downward. Trim only small amounts at a time, so that you're less likely to cut the ‘quick’ of the nail. The quick contains nerves and blood supply. Cutting the quick is painful and will bleed. If bleeding occurs, sprinkle a clotting powder on the nail tip. If necessary, hold a gauze pad firmly to the nail until the bleeding stops. 

With white toenails, the quick can easily be seen and appears pink. Always cut below the pink line. With dark nails, it may be hard to tell where the quick is until you've cut it. When trimming dark nails, be conservative. Go slowly and only trim the curved part of the nail. 

If you're new at trimming your pet's nails, ask your veterinarian or groomer to do it with you. With practice, both you and your four-legged friend will learn that nail trims really aren't that bad. If you still feel uncomfortable, there's certainly no shame in letting a professional regularly trim the nails.
