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Types of Collars
All dog collars come both in simple as well as fashionable designs. Depending on the purpose and owner’s taste, dog collars can be a great accessory for pets and pet lovers alike. All collars need to be fit properly. Certain collars require a specific fit. Make sure that each collar is used as it is intended. Ask your veterinarian or professional dog trainer to help properly fit each collar.
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Flat buckled collars are the most commonly available collars, and do not tighten around your pup’s neck, helping him feel relaxed. They are lightweight, and can be worn daily with identification tags attached.
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Martingale or adjustable collars can be used for any breed of dog. Their no-slip feature has made them a safety standard at many kennels and animal shelters. A martingale collar has 2 loops, the smaller loop is the "control loop", and it tightens gently when pulled to prevent dogs from slipping out of the collar. Martingale collars should be fitted properly. 
· Harnesses have straps that go above the dog’s shoulders and around the chest. They can be used to avoid pulling on the neck when walking. Some harnesses are fleece lined for comfort, and others are built for working purposes, such as sledding, weight pulling, or flyball. Harnesses need be fitted properly so the dog can not slip out of the harness. 
Training collars: Some dog collars are created with the exclusive purpose of training in mind. Training collars should never be left on the dog when not in training.
· Shock collars can be customized according to the owner’s choice. Some shock collars will emit shocks when the dog barks, or when he crosses the boundary of underground fencing. They are the most effective training tools for corrective behavior. Be cautious when using bark collars, as other dogs barking or loud noises can signal the collar to shock.
· Non-shock training collars: There are a few non-shock collars, including citronella spray collars, which spray a bit of water when the dogs barks. Be cautious when using this collar as other dogs barking or loud noises can signal the collar to spray.
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Nylon or chain chokers are specifically used for training purposes. The grip can be controlled by the owner. These collars come in metal, leather or braided nylon. They are a slip collar and should not be left on while unsupervised, as the end of a collar could catch on something, causing strangulation.
[image: image4.jpg]



· Gentle Leader or Halti are halter-style collars that control the dog's head, but do not restrict its ability to pant, drink, grasp objects, or bite. They can reduce pulling and general ‘naughty’ behaviors. This type of collar is both gentle and effective. It fastens around the back of the neck and over the top of the muzzle, giving more control over a dog's direction and the intensity of its pulling than that of a collar that fits  strictly around the neck. Pressure on this type of collar pulls the dog's head towards the handler. These collars need to be properly fitted. Many trainers are recommending using these collars during training, casual walking, etc.
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Pinch or Prong collars, as the name suggests, are collars that have metal spikes in their inner rim which, when tightened, pinch the skin around the dog's neck. Pinch or prong collars should be used only on the recommendation of, and be fitted by, a veterinarian or professional dog trainer. The collar should be reserved for, and used sparingly, in conjunction with training. If not fitted properly or used incorrectly, these collars can cause injury and/or emotional damage to the dog. 
